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University of California, Riverside
Ranked in the top 15 for best public universities in the nation and:
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No. 1

In the U.S. for social mobility

-U.S. News & World report

Top 1.3%
Of universities worldwide

-Center for World University Rankings

No. 6

Public university

-Princeton Review Best Schools for 
Making a Public Impact

No. 1
For retention of Pell Grant first 
year students

-The Choice of Higher Education



UCR Facilities Services
We maintain buildings, facilities, and landscapes totaling over:
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About FS

•

•

•

•

•
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Every day…
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UCR generates waste



UCR’s Waste Breakdown

Landfill

1,641
Recycle

515
Organics

297
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Our recycling & 
refuse team

•

•

•

7



Our goals

•

•

•

•

•
•

•
•
•

•
•

•

88

https://sustainability.ucr.edu/?_gl=1*b2ouos*_ga*MTQyNzc4NDcxLjE2ODc5NjMwODE.*_ga_S8BZQKWST2*MTcwMTM2ODc4Ny4yNjIuMS4xNzAxMzY5ODg5LjAuMC4w*_ga_Z1RGSBHBF7*MTcwMTM2ODc4Ny4yNjIuMS4xNzAxMzY5ODg5LjAuMC4w
https://ehs.ucr.edu/zero-waste?_gl=1*zjjgne*_ga*MTQyNzc4NDcxLjE2ODc5NjMwODE.*_ga_S8BZQKWST2*MTcwMTM2ODc4Ny4yNjIuMS4xNzAxMzY5OTAwLjAuMC4w*_ga_Z1RGSBHBF7*MTcwMTM2ODc4Ny4yNjIuMS4xNzAxMzY5OTAwLjAuMC4w
https://dining.ucr.edu/sustainability?_gl=1*zo2aia*_ga*MTQyNzc4NDcxLjE2ODc5NjMwODE.*_ga_S8BZQKWST2*MTcwMTM2ODc4Ny4yNjIuMS4xNzAxMzY5OTE4LjAuMC4w*_ga_Z1RGSBHBF7*MTcwMTM2ODc4Ny4yNjIuMS4xNzAxMzY5OTE4LjAuMC4w
https://housing.ucr.edu/
https://rgarden.ucr.edu/
https://www.gcapucr.com/
https://ucrcollegecorps.ucr.edu/


What is the UC Zero Waste program?

•

•



Our progress
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UCR’s current 
diversion rate is 50%



How UCR compares
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UC sustainable practices

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Zero waste resources on campus

ScotSurplus R’Pantry R’Garden R’Closet

Shredding/ 
E-Waste/ 
Cartridge 
Recycling 

A second-hand shop 
which offers a wide 

variety of 
technology, 

furniture, clothing, 
and supplies to 

students, staff, and 
the public.

A food and resource 
distribution site for 

students, faculty, and 
staff to reduce food-

insecurity on 
campus. They also 

take food donations.

Grows seasonal 
produce and is free 
to students, faculty, 

staff, and local 
community 
members. 

A professional 
secondhand clothing 

shop which offers 
blazers, dresses, 
shoes, and more. 

Students can pick up 
to three free items 

per quarter. 

Available through 
Campus Business 

Services and 
Receiving Services.
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Our next steps
• Increase outreach to campus community.
• Composting animal bedding.
• Composting at residential halls and campus apartments.
• Apply to third party foodservice facilities that lease space or provide contracted services.
• Realign marketing and publication with state policy.
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Zero Waste Initiatives
• UC and Burrtec Waste Industries, Inc. partnership
• Bigbelly waste bins
• Centralized office waste bins



UCR Recycles Styrofoam

• We can now recycle large pieces 
of Styrofoam.

  
• Please place Styrofoam into the 

blue, recycle bins.

• Large Styrofoam that does not fit 
in the indoor blue bins need to be 
placed directly into the loading 
dock blue recycle bin.     

• We are communicating this 
change to customers to place 
Styrofoam in blue bins at labs, 
offices, and loading docks.
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UC and Burrtec partnership
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Burrtec Industries Inc. — material recovery
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pPmNgpVUlO0


Burrtec Industries Inc. — sustainable organics
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2UHwJ5fBOsc
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Dining and food recovery
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Donated 10,458 lbs of surplus food to Inland 
Harvest in 2023-24

Helped launch Scotty Eats program on 
1/22/2025 to donate surplus food to UCR 
students.  Distributed 53 lbs of food to 85 
students at first event.



Dining and food composting
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•
•

•



Dining and Single Use Plastics Policy
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•

•

o

o

o

o

•

o

•

o

o



Putting Policy Into Action
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Donated over 
10,458 lbs of safe and 

edible food to R’Pantry, 
Basic Needs, and Inland 

Harvest in 2023-24.

Plant-fiber based, 
compostable food 

containers and 
“bioplastic” utensils and 

straws.  Goal to 
eliminate single-use 
plastics by 7/1/2024.

Cooking oil from the dining 
halls is repurposed and 

turned into biofuel. Utilizing 
SB 1383 to measure and 

track pre and post consumer 
food waste on campus to 

help reduce waste by 25%.

The distribution of plastic 
bags and food lids is 
prohibited in campus 

facilities like the HUB, The 
Bookstore, and 

convenience stores.



HUB Indoor Recycling Stations

•

•

•

•

•
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Bigbelly waste bins

•
•

•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
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HC5 Units

58
Different 
Locations
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Bigbelly on campus
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Bigbelly dashboard

28



Supervisor mobile application
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Minimize waste. Maximize recycling and composting.

15 Trash 15 Recycle 1 Landfill 1 Recycleto 1 Food Waste
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•

•
•

Centralized office waste bins



Campus zero waste signage
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How do I help?

•

•

•
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Contact information

34

toshio.ishida@ucr.edu 
aaron.uresti@ucr.edu 

mailto:toshio.ishida@ucr.edu
mailto:aaron.uresti@ucr.edu
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